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HIGHLIGHTS 
• The tropical depression that formed in the 

Indian Ocean has intensified into Tropical 
Storm Chalane. 
 

• Chalane is projected to make landfall on 
the north-east coast of Madagascar on 27 
December 2020, bringing heavy rains.  
 

• Predictions indicate that the storm could 
subsequently move towards Mozambique 
and other countries in the region. 
 

• Authorities in Madagascar, Malawi, 
Mozambique and Zimbabwe are on alert 
and coordinating preparedness activities. 

SITUATION OVERVIEW  
The tropical depression that formed earlier this week in the Indian Ocean intensified on 24 December into Moderate 
Tropical Storm Chalane. The tropical storm was located about 860 kilometres east of Antalaha District in Madagascar in 
the afternoon of 24 December and was moving at 17 km/h with an average wind speed of 75 km/h and gusts capping 100 
km/h. According to Meteo Madagascar, Tropical Storm Chalane is predicted to continue to move westwards and to strike 
the north and centre-east coast of Madagascar on 27 December. Heavy rains are expected in the coastal areas starting 
on 26 December, which could lead to floods, mudslides and damage. 
The weather system may eventually emerge over the Mozambique Channel around 29 December and move towards 
central Mozambique, where Cyclone Idai hit nearly two years ago. According to Mozambique’s National Institute of 
Meteorology (INAM), projections indicate that the storm could impact the Mozambican coast on 29 or 30 December, 
affecting Nampula, Zambezia and Sofala provinces.  
After making landfall in Mozambique, the storm could proceed towards Zimbabwe, following a trajectory similar to Cyclone 
Idai, with Chimanimani District most at-risk according to current predictions. The Meteorological Services Department  is 
on alert and monitoring the situation.  
In Malawi, the Department of Climate Change and Meteorological services released a statement saying that the storm is 
expected to bring strong winds and high amounts of rainfall which could cause flooding in the country.   

HUMANITARIAN PREPAREDNESS 
In Madagascar, the National Office for Risk and Disaster Management (BNGRC) is leading preparedness and 
humanitarian partners have identified emergency supplies available in districts along the north-eastern coast.  
In Mozambique, the National Institute for Disaster Management (INGC) has activated their preparedness mechanism and 
the Humanitarian Country Team discussed preparedness on 23 December. Humanitarian partners are concerned 
regarding the limited stocks and resources available to scale-up in response to a new emergency, with partners already 
stretched in the response to the rapidly evolving conflict in Cabo Delgado. 
In Zimbabwe, the Civil Protection Unit’s structures have been activated and humanitarian partners met with the 
Department of Civil Protection (DCP) on 24 December. Priority activities identified by DCP for action include: monitoring, 
surveillance and urgent cleaning of storm drains; identification of suitable evacuation centres; pre-positioning of life-saving 
items; search and rescue preparedness; and readiness for rapid needs assessments. 
 
For more information, please contact OCHA Regional Office for Southern and Eastern Africa:  
Guiomar Pau Sole, pausole@un.org +254 786 633 633  
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http://www.meteomadagascar.mg/node/2336
https://www.inam.gov.mz/images/Alertas_Avisos/Monitoria_de_Ciclones_006_24_DEZEMBRO__2020.pdf
https://www.inam.gov.mz/images/Alertas_Avisos/Monitoria_de_Ciclones_006_24_DEZEMBRO__2020.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/Meteorological-Services-Department-of-Zimbabwe-1466334176961651/
https://twitter.com/DccmsM/status/1342060050211364864?s=20

