
 
HIGHLIGHTS  

 

• On 15 December, Tropical Cyclone Chido 

made landfall in Mozambique, bringing, 

heavy rains (up to 250mm/24h) and strong 

winds (up to 120 km/h). 

• The system moved to Malawi on 16 

December, then Tete province and it is 

expected to dissipate near Zimbabwe on 17 

December.   

• Cabo Delgado, Nampula and Niassa are 

reported to be the most impacted provinces, 

with heavy rains and winds, and to a lesser 

extent Tete and northern Manica. 

• At least, 174,000 people have been reported 

as affected but numbers may increase as 

assessments are completed. 

• Limited stock of supplies is hampering the 

response. 

•  The Emergency relief Coordinator has 

allocated US$4 million to Mozambique in support of the early humanitarian response. 

 

 

SITUATION OVERVIEW  
On 15 December, Tropical Cyclone Chido made landfall in Mozambique, heavy rainfall exceeding 250 
mm in 24 hours and strong winds (up to 120 km/h)  were reported. As of 16 December, the system has 
moved to Malawi, then Tete province and it is expected to dissipate in Zimbabwe on 17 December. 
According to the Mozambique National Institute of Meteorology (INAM), Cabo Delgado and Niassa will 
experience consistent rainfall, while Pemba will likely endure strong winds. 
 
According to the National Institute for Natural Disaster (INGD), as of 17 December 2024, a total of 174,158 
people were estimated to be impacted, with 34 people dead and 319 injured. More than 35,000 houses 
were completely or partially destroyed. Additionally, nine schools and ten health units and three energy 
poles were affected. These figures are likely to increase as more assessments are being completed. Real 

time information on the impact of Chido is being provided by INGD at the following link: ingd_tableau | 
Tableau Public. 
 
In Cabo Delgado Province: Mecufi and Chiure district, and the provincial capital, Pemba, have been 
heavily impacted, followed by Namuno, Montepuez, Metuge, Macomia and Muidumbe. Teams on the 
ground are reporting  significant damages  in terms of house destroyed. Current preliminary data from INGD 
indicate that at least 128,000 people were impacted by Chido and more than 25,000 home were affected. 
So far, 28 deaths dead and 300 wounded were reported. Several challenges with electricity and internet 
connection were reported in Cabo Delgado hampering full situational awareness and early response.   
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Figure 1: Trajectory of the Tropical Cyclone Chido. As of 16 
December.  Source Meteo France  
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The joint-multi agency assessment mission led by INGD with humanitarian partners reported significant 
protection concerns in the affected areas, particularly related to the lack of civil documentation services. 
Efforts are needed to raise awareness and disseminate information on prevention and risk mitigation of 
protection issues within the community. 
 
To ensure safety and support for vulnerable groups, women and girls’ safe spaces, child-friendly spaces, 
and protection desks are acritical priority. In addition, volunteers and community leaders should be targeted 
to receive orientation on protection measures to better serve the community. 
 
Dignity kits for women and girls, and emergency reproductive health kits are urgently needed along 
comprehensive protection, GBV, and child protection case management services and the strengthening of 
referral mechanisms to ensure coordinated and effective response across all sectors. 
 
Specific impact on the districts is as reported below: 
 

Ancuabe 
The district has been significantly impacted, requiring a joint multisectoral assessment. However, an initial 
report from SDPI/INGD provided preliminary information on the destruction, including 17 schools and 60 
classrooms, 8 administrative blocks, 67 medium voltage electricity power posts, one health center in 
Intutupue along with several houses. 
 
Chiure 
Approximately 60% of the houses have lost their roofs, with an additional 40% completely destroyed. The 
impact on Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) residing in sites is significant, particularly in Megaruma, 
where there is no access to water. There is an urgent need for water trucking to support 3,000 families. 
Around 70% of the population has been affected by the cyclone, leading to widespread power issues across 
the area. While the medication store remains intact, it is understocked and in desperate need of supplies 
to meet the ongoing health needs. There are currently four active accommodation centers, but at Kuphe 
School, over 1,000 people are still hosted with no registration or support provided. 
 
Mecufi 
The destruction in the area is near total, with 100% of homes damaged and very few structures still standing. 
The health system is in a critical state, with medical professionals forced to operate from a school under 
extremely poor conditions. The lack of proper facilities is severely hampering the ability to deliver effective 
care. Ambulances, which were previously operational, are now out of commission, leaving the community 
without vital emergency transport. Additionally, all medical supplies were lost due to exposure to the 
elements. There is an urgent need for support to safely dispose of these spoiled medications to prevent the 
risk of their misuse.  As of 16 December, 37 injuries had been recorded, with 35 patients referred to Pemba 
for further treatment. The community urgently needs food, shelter, and NFIs (non-food items) to address 
immediate survival needs. There is also a pressing need to register affected individuals, particularly those 
with specific vulnerabilities, to ensure targeted assistance. Finally, restocking essential medication and 
rebuilding health service capacity are critical priorities. 
 
Murrebue (Mecufi) 
The visit observed that 99% of the houses were destroyed, leaving no possibility for the recovery of existing 
shelters. Only two schools remain intact. A significant concern lies with the local health units, as medication 
has been exposed to the weather, resulting in the complete loss of the stock. There is an urgent need for 
support to safely incinerate the spoiled supplies to prevent their use, especially as the health units continue 
to receive injured individuals. Currently, there are no active accommodation centers to support the displaced 
population. The most pressing needs are food, shelter/NFIs, registration of people in need and medication 
to address the ongoing health crisis. 
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Metuge 
The assessment covered Metuge Sede, Nalia, and Mieze. The affected area is accessible only by 4x4 
vehicles due to the challenging terrain.In Metuge Sede, approximately 50% of the shelters have been 
destroyed, leaving significant damage across the area. The medication warehouse and maternity ward 
have been severely affected. The health center reports only two injured individuals. Accommodation centers 
were identified, but they are empty.  
 
In Nalia and Mieze, the destruction is even more severe. In Nalia Approximately 12,500 people were 
affected, including 4,325 women and 5,471 children. The immediate needs in the area include shelter, food, 
and water. In Mieze, 95% of the schools have been completely destroyed, and the health center reports 12 
casualties. The schools in Mieze lost their roofs, and the Naminawe hospital was affected, with the roof of 
the nursing unit damaged. An accommodation site initially received 2,000 people, but they have already 
vacated the premises. The priority needs in Mieze include shelter, water, kitchen sets, and food. Additionally, 
power is critical for water provision. 
 
Nangolo 
The devastation in the area is overwhelming, with 100% of structures damaged. The local health post has 
been rendered inoperable due to severe damage, leaving the community without access to essential 
medical care. The school, a critical community asset, was completely destroyed. An open, clean area near 
one of the schools has been identified as a potential site for emergency shelters or tents, offering an 
opportunity to quickly establish a base for humanitarian response. The community's most urgent needs are 
shelter, healthcare, and food, as they struggle to recover from the destruction. 
 
Pemba 

The affected population, primarily from Paquitequete, a vulnerable neighborhood with a significant presence 
of IDPs was hosted at the Industrial Institute.  Early assessments of shelters in the area reveal that most 
issues stem from the use of metal sheets for roofing and walls. While many shelters were partially 
destroyed, none were completely damaged. A further, more detailed assessment is planned to better 
understand the extent of the damage. As of 16 December, in the aftermath of the cyclone, 949 individuals 
were registered, and as of December 16, 731 individuals remain in the accommodation centers, with 91% 
being women and children. WFP and INGD have supported the population with food and firewood for 200 
people. UNICEF provided soap and assessed WASH facilities, while UNHCR distributed CRIs to 200 
families. IOM activated the CFM to address any feedback or concerns from the displaced population. In 
line with government guidance, efforts are underway to downscale the operation and encourage the 
population to return to their homes, as conditions improve. 
 
In Nampula Province: The number of people affected stands at 46,000. INGD reports that more than 9,000 
homes have been partially or destroyed.  A total of three deaths and 34 people injured was reported. Memba 
and Erati are projected to be the most impacted districts, followed by Nacala. There is a concern about the 
cholera outbreak ongoing in Nampula (at least 200 cases, 20 deaths); heavy rains might deteriorate further 
the current situation. In Mogovolas cholera cases are on the rise. The Provincial Health Director reported 
sufficient stockpiles of medicines to address population needs for a period of up to three months. The 
National Road Network Administration (ANE) reported no major blockages preventing access to any 
districts in Nampula province. In Memba district, the cyclone affected about 3,682 families with a total of 
22,027 people affected, of which: 1,625 houses totally destroyed and 2,057 partially.  Destruction of social 
infrastructure such as hospitals, schools, mosques and churches ahs been reported. Access roads have 
been damaged making it difficult to evacuate patients and other support resources. There is lack of 
communication to the Mazua Chipene and Lurio administrative posts, due to poor mobile phone networks. 
Food, agricultural inputs and the establishment of communication and road repair work are critical priorities. 
Local authorities and INGD are mobilizing support with its cooperation partners and civil society. 
 
In Niassa Province: INGD reports 425 people affected, approximately 100 homes were partially affected. 
Five schools were affected. The number of people dead stands at three. INAM reported that Niassa will 
continue to experience rainfall.  The following information was provided by INGD on the impact as of 16 
December: 
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Metarica  
There was partial destruction of a conventionally built classroom at Metarica-Sede Secondary School, 
impacting 100 students and 12 teachers. Additionally, seven electricity poles fell on the Cuamba-Metarica 
section, leaving the district without power since the end of yesterday. While there has been damage to 
houses, detailed data is yet to be gathered. 
 
Nipepe  
In Nipepe, 85 houses of precarious construction were partially destroyed, affecting 346 people across 85 
families. Nine classrooms, two administrative blocks, Manila Health Center, the Waiting Mother House, and 
one church were also partially destroyed. 
 
Maua  
Mauá district experienced total destruction of two houses made from precarious materials, affecting nine 
people. Tragically, three deaths occurred due to collapsing walls. 
 
Cuamba 
In Cuamba, 29 houses of precarious construction were partially destroyed, affecting 46 people, including 
28 women, 18 men, and 6 children. 

 

 

HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE 

 
Cabo Delgado Province: A joint INGD, NGO and UN initial 
rapid assessments teams under the leadership of INGD was 
deployed on 16 December to Mecufi, Metuge and Chiure. 
The Vice President of INGD and the Secretary of State 
accompanied the team heading to Mecufi. Multi sectorial 
Initial Rapid Assessment (MIRA) refresher training for 
clusters and partners were provided. Meanwhile, the 
Displacement Tracking Monitoring (DTM) rapid assessment 
data collection started, the assessment will report on the 
damages to infrastructure, total number of people affected in 
each district, and the main needs and main 
vulnerabilities.  Full results will be ready by 18 December.  
WFP supported a community kitchen with food and paid for 
wood-fire.  
  
There are 500 households, the majority women and children, 
in one of the evacuation centres (Escola Industrial) in Pemba 
city.  CCCM provided support to the centre along with WFP 
delivering food assistance. UNHCR prepositioned 200 NFI 
kits for distribution, WHO confirmed that the Ministry of Health is preparing a report on the cyclone’s impact, 
including casualty figures, expected to be released soon, WHO’s warehouse was reported intact and 
operational.   
 
In Nampula Province: Field teams are actively deployed in Mongicual, Memba, and Ribaue. Specifically, 
teams in Mongicual are covering the Liupo area, while those in Ribaue are focusing on Malema and 
Mecuburi. Although Lalaua remains inaccessible, at this time, the situation is stable.  
 
Assistance efforts have included the prepositioning by INGD of more than 15 tons of emergency food 
supplies.  Two transit centers in Memba (a school and another location) have been activated, while two 
water facilities were damaged in Mecuburi and Nacala. Needs assessments are ongoing in Memba and 
Mecuburi. Mongicual has closed its transit center as part of community sensitization efforts.  
 

Figure 2: Mecufi Credit: Bony Mpaka  
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Camp Coordination and Campa Management (CCCM): needs in the temporary 
evacuation/accommodation centres are being assessed complaint and referral desks/feedback mechanism 
at the three temporary evacuation/accommodation centers are being established.  
 
Shelter/NFIs: UNHCR reported that 5,500 available shelter/NFI kits are intended for national coverage, not 
just Nampula. Local faith-based organization, CEDES has fuel and one vehicle available to support 
technical assessment. IOM and CARE have the capacity to respond either directly or through their partners. 
Caritas Nacala is operational on the ground but does not currently have specific stocks. The RRM 
Consortium in Pemba maintains operational flexibility to respond. IFRC activated its emergency response 
in Memba. 
 
Food Security and Livelihoods (FSL): In Cabo Delgado, WFP’s initial allocation of emergency food items 
has been arranged to support cyclone-affected populations in accommodation centers around Pemba 
(250kg rice; 100Kg pulses and 30 lt of veg oil). SHERP has been deployed to Cabo Delgado. In Nampula 
(Mogincual), food was provided in temporary accommodation centres under the AA activation by INGD 
with WFP support. The Humanitarian team in Nampula is coordinating with authorities through INGD, and 

also to avoid food assistance becoming a pull factor for displacement. The WFP warehouses in Nacala are 

available for use by the other partners, upon agreement. 
 
DTM: team is supporting data collection in most impacted districts. Enumerators are in the field. 
 
Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH): Supplies are pre-positioned in INGD's warehouse. Additional 
supplies can be mobilized from Pemba, in Cabo Delgado, if needed. Partnerships with World Vision and 
Mentor have been established to ensure rapid response if needed. 
 
Health: WHO has pre-positioned sufficient medical tents in Pemba to respond to the emergency in 
Nampula, if needed. WHO and the Ministry of Health are currently conducting data collection for needs 
assessments. In health, 20 medial health tents were pre-positioned, and medicines are being brought from 
Beira. 
 
Education: needs related to damage, destruction, and loss of facilities/supplies are being assessed. School 
Based Disaster Management Committee were activated and are supporting needs assessment and 

response. As schools are closed for the annual break, current capacity to respond (up to 30.000 people) 
mostly concerns teaching and learning spaces. Synergies for non-formal and recreational activities are 
being discussed while planning for the repair/rehabilitation of affected structures and the procurement of 
supplies for the reopening of the school year (end Jan). Education cluster is also following up on the schools 
being used as accommodation centres, to ensure an exit plan together with other clusters in time for the 
beginning of 2025 school year.  
 
Protection: Protection needs are currently being assessed by teams in the field. The cluster, together with 
Child Protection (CP) and Gender-based Violence (GBV) AoRs, activated the implementation of 
anticipatory actions. Early Warning, PSEA and Linha Verde messages as well as key messages on 
protection of persons with specific needs have been disseminated at community level. A practical guide for 
managers of the temporary accommodation centers on protection of the affected population and protection 
mainstreaming was shared, together with a guide on vulnerability criteria. Updated referral pathways for 
Chiure and Mecufi have been disseminated and will be updated regularly. Key messages for protection risk 
reduction, with special attention to the phases regarding “during displacement” and “after displacement”, 
have also been shared. Emergency Protection Units (EPUs) focal points were mapped at provincial level 
and TOR shared. A total of 41 humanitarians (17 partners) have been identified for EPUs and ready to be 
deployed. As the protection community volunteers have been affected by the cyclone and connectivity is 
down, partners are still trying to locate their teams in the field, which is heavily affecting the first line 
response. 
 
CE/AAP: National CE/AAP WG developed in English and in Portuguese CE/AAP Recommendations for 
Cyclone Chido Response. These have been distributed among humanitarian partners. 
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PSEA: PSEA Coordinator in contact with INGD's Safeguarding Director. PSEA measures are being 
reinforced in all the impacted/at-risk areas: preparedness and early response messages shared, stocks of 
visibility materials mapped; radio-spots in local languages broadcast in Cabo Delgado and Nampula; 
capacities mapped for early response at district level and PSEA included in MIRA tool. 
 
The Emergency Relief Coordinator has allocated US$4 million to Mozambique in support the early 
response. 
 
 

CHALLENGES 
 
The low level of stocks is a serious concern particularly as the rainy season in Mozambique has just began 
and the risk of floods and cyclones will continue well into the first quarter of the year. 
 
The estimated coverage (of people) with current stocks initially dedicated for the ongoing armed conflict: 

• FSL: 12,500 

• Nutrition: 105,000 

• Protection: 17,500 

• Shelter/NFIs: 108,665 

• WASH: 174,000 

• CCCM: 50,000 

• Education: 30,000 
 
 
The ongoing cholera outbreak in Nampula may further complicate the emergency response to Cyclone 
Chido.  Continued attacks by non-State armed groups (NGSAGs) in Cabo Delgado with new displacement 
may cause additional operational challenges. 
 
Low level of funding for natural disasters remains a concern. In 2024, U$5.8million were mobilized for 
natural disaster preparedness and response through the 2024 humanitarian needs and response plan 
(HNRP). 
 
_________________________________________________ 
For more information, please contact OCHA Mozambique:  
Federica D’Andreagiovanni, Head of Communications and IM Unit, dandreagiovannif@un.org, +258 85 024 50 82 

mailto:dandreagiovannif@un.org

