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HIGHLIGHTS  
 

• Severe Tropical Cyclone Gombe made landfall over the coastal 
area of central Nampula province in the early hours of 11 March, 
with winds up to 190km/h and rains up to 200mm/24h. 
 

• According to preliminary information from national authorities, a 
total of 400,175 people has been affected, 82 people have been 
injured and another 20 have been killed in Nampula and Zambezia 
provinces. 

 

• These figures on the impact are expected to rise further as in-
depth multisectoral assessments continue to take place.  

 

• Cyclone Gombe follows Tropical Storm Ana which hit the country 
in January, and Tropical Depression Dumako which struck in 
February. Together, they affected more than 200,000 people in 
Nampula, Zambezia and Tete provinces. 

 

• Heavy rains are forecasted over the next two weeks in Zambezia, 
Sofala, Manica and Nampula provinces, with high probability of 
floods in Licungo and Zambezia river basins and in the southeast 
of Tete. 

 

SITUATION OVERVIEW  
 

Severe Tropical Cyclone (Category 3) Gombe made landfall in Mossuril district, Nampula province, on 11 March, following 

the passages of Tropical Storm Ana and Tropical Depression Dumako, which had hit Mozambique in January and February 

respectively, affecting together more than 200,000 people. 

 

According to the National Institute for Meteorology (INAM), Gombe heavily affected the provinces of Nampula and 

Zambezia, and to a lesser extent Niassa, Cabo Delgado and Tete. With rains up to 200mm/24h and winds up to 190km/h, 

Gombe caused widespread floods, displacement, damages to public infrastructures and private houses, as well as 

interruption of basic services. 

 

Figures on people affected and damage following the passage of Cyclone Gombe continue to rise. According to the latest 

information released by the National Institute for Disaster Management and Risk Reduction (INGD), to date Gombe has 

affected 400,175 people (77,279 families), caused 20 deaths, and injured 82 people. The cyclone has displaced at 

least 23,994 people. Gombe also completely destroyed 45,079 houses and severely damaged 41 health centers, 691 

classrooms (affecting 75,607 students), 2,741 electricity poles, and 707km of roads.  

 

These figures are preliminary and are likely to increase further as needs and damage assessments have not been 
completed, particularly in Zambezia province where INGD teams are continuing search and rescue operations, and initial 
assessments are currently being conducted with drones. However, preliminary data on the impact of Gombe in Zambezia 
indicate that 3,560 families (approx. 17,000 people) have been affected. A total of 3,197 houses have been partially or 
completed destroyed while 127 classrooms and seven electricity stations have been affected.  
 

WFP reports that Corrane IDPs site in Nampula province is currently only accessible by motorcycle and on foot while 

Mongincual, Liupo, and Angoche districts remain inaccessible. UNHCR reports that in Nampula province the cyclone has 

damaged and washed away the homes and livelihoods of some 70,000 IDPs, over 9,000 refugees, and some 18,000 

members of the neighbouring host communities.  

 

District authorities in Ilha de Moçambique report that 7,000 people have been affected as Gombe impacted on more than 

5,500 houses. There is significant damage to infrastructure, with 100 classrooms damaged and impacting 13,000 pupils, 

as well as flooding of 2,800 hectares of crops, affecting 23,000 farmers. According to preliminary information from local 
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authorities, main humanitarian needs in Nampula province are currently reported in the Food Security & Livelihoods, 

Shelter/NFIs, WASH, Education and Health sectors.     

 

HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE 
INGD is leading the ongoing multisectoral needs 

assessments and initial response activities. Ongoing 

response activities undertaken by the Government 

include conducting search and rescue operations; 

evacuating stranded people; establishing temporary 

accommodation centers to host displaced people; 

prepositioning and distributing food and non-food items.  

 

Further, INGD is conducting a damage assessment on 

the roads and infrastructure affected. Due to rising water 

levels, the National Roads Administration (ANE) of 

Mozambique has interdicted all traffic on the Rio Licungo 

that connects the districts of Namacurra and Maganja da 

Costa in Zambezia province. ANE has warned the 

population to take precautions when driving vehicles near 

riverine areas. 

 

As of today, authorities have opened 39 temporary 

accommodation centers hosting 23,994 people (26 in 

Nampula, 11 in Zambezia and two in Niassa). Preliminary indications point at critical needs in health, WASH, food and 

shelters/NFIs sectors, the latter particularly critical in Nampula as most houses are built with adobe, which does not sustain 

the impact of heavy rains. 

 

Humanitarian partners in Mozambique remain in close contact with both provincial and national authorities to provide 

immediate support and humanitarian assistance. Staff have 

been deployed on the ground in Nampula while relief stocks 

are being mobilized.  

 

Despite severe physical access challenges, protection 

partners were able to reach Corrane IDPs site to conduct a 

rapid needs assessment on 15 March. The site hosts approx. 

7,000 IDPs from Cabo Delgado. The assessment team 

reported that the large emergency tents that were used as 

health care centers in Corrane IDPs site were either totally 

destroyed or had been blown away. Health care staff 

reported that medicines and equipment had been either lost 

or destroyed. The maternity center is also no longer 

functional due to impassable roads which make access for 

health workers impossible. This situation exacerbates the 

already precarious access of IDPs to health care services at 

a time when cases of malaria and water borne diseases have 

reportedly increased in the camp. Following the destruction of 

their shelters, some IDPs have moved into the homes of their neighbors or family members. This situation could potentially 

increase the risk of gender-based violence (GBV). 

 

On 15 and 16 March, the Humanitarian Coordinator in Mozambique visited some of the most impacted areas in Nampula 

province, including Ilha de Moçambique and Monapo districts, and the Marratane IDP site. She held meetings with affected 

communities, local authorities and humanitarian partners.  

 

Considering the ongoing humanitarian crisis in the northern region of the country and the limited availability of current 

stocks, only sufficient to cover the needs of about 100,000 people, further support to cover the unfolding needs is urgently 

needed.  

_________________ 

Figure 1: a damaged school in Mossuril. Credit: UNICEF 

Figure 2: Protection messages distributed at Monapo accommodation 
center. Credit: UNHCR 
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For more information, please contact OCHA Mozambique:  
Fernando Hesse, Head of Office a.i., hessef@un.org, +258 85 801 9500 
Sergio Dinoi, Deputy Head of Office, dinoi@un.org, +258 86 831 7569  
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